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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDING SURVEY

OAKLAND NAVAIL SUPPLY CENTER!

HABS No. Ca-2614

Location: QOakland, California
Alameda County
Maritime Strect at 7th Street '
On the eastern shore of the San Francisco Bay
Adjacent to the Oakland Army Base

Universal Transverse Mercator Coordinates:

Present Owner:

10.560700.4184460
10.561340.4183280
10.560630.4183100
10.559310.4183420
10.559610.4184710

United States Navy

Present Occupant: The two hundred and twenty acres to be discussed in this

report are to be leased to the Port of Oakland in May 1995.

Present Use: Vacant, Soon to be transferred to the Port of Qakland for

Significance:

adaptive reuse

The Oakland Naval Supply center possesses significance as one
of the primary supply center for operations in the Pacific Theater
of World War II. During the period 1940-1950, the supply
center was one of two provisions depots for the entire west
coast. Timely deliveries to the Pacific fleet were essential to the
war effort. One of the major military operations of the century,
World War 11 could not have been a success for the Allied
Powers without the outstanding efforts by the Naval Supply
Centers across the country.

IThe photographic documentation for this project covered only those buildings on the two hundred and
twenty acres on the south side of the Supply Center. The entire acreage of the Center is 541 acres. The
written documentation of this project will discuss the importance of the entire Naval Supply Center.
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. Part 1. HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION

A. Physical History:

The Qakland Naval Supply Center is a 541 acre site located on the eastern shore
of the San Francisco Bay.!

1. Date of erection:

Tbe planning and construction at the Oakland Naval Supply Ccnter
began in 1940 and continued through World War I

2. Architect:
Bureau of Yards & Docks

3. Original and Subsequent Owner:
The original owner of the property was the Department of the Navy.
A 220 acre porttion of the property will be leased to the Port of
Oakland in May of 1995.

4. Builder, Contractor, Suppliers:

. Multiple Contractors

L

Original Plans and Construction:

No original site plans or building plans have been located at the time
of this draft.

6. Alterations and Additions:

It appears that the Naval Supply Center was constantly undergoing
changes. As the center grew and the responsibilities changed,
buildings were added and some demolished to accommaodate current
needs. The warehouses were originally intended to be temporary and
the three story conerete buildings were intended to be permanent.

B. Historical Context:

Amerijcan entry into World War Il was spurred not only by the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor, but by two other important events. First, the German attack on The
Greer, an American destroyer, which was fired upon, but not hit, in September of
1941. And secondly, the agreement between Churchill and Roosevelt known as
the Atlantic Charter which was signed in August of 1941, The Atlantic Charter
was a set of war aims that called for economic cooperation, freedom of the seas,
collective security and self-determination for Great Britain and America. The: -
Atlantic Charter guaranteed cooperation between these two powerful nat1ons

I'The majority of the information found in this report was derived from a Cahforma Department of :
Transportation Architectural Inventory and Evaluation Form for the Oakland Naval Supply Center. - The
form is dated August 1990 and was prepared by Gregory King,  Unless otherwise noled the mformat:on
herein is from Mr. King's research. S
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Thus, preparations, though not always made public, were being made for war by
the United States Arined Forces. Roosevelt's lend/lease policy, which was
introduced in January of 1941, brought American goods, such as military
weapons, to the British. Therefore, Roosevelt's industrial war machine was in
motion before the United States entered the War, guaranteeing the preparedness of
United States forces.

At the eve of World War 11, it was determined that the United States Armed
Forces were inadequately supplied in the Western Region. Before 1940, no
centralized facilities existed in the Bay Area for the storage, distribution of
provisions, supplies, and equipment for the fleet of ships monitoring the Pacific
waters, However, the center was not commissioned until after the attack on Pearl
Harbor in December of 1941. The Oakland Naval Supply Center soon became
the largest supply center within the Navy.

The center went through a series of planning phases prior to World War II.  The
Navy was prepared to build a major supply center on the West Coast, but until the
attack on Pearl Harbor no concrete action had been taken to proceed with
construction. The United States had come into possession of the Hawaiian
Islands, Guam and the Philippines as a result of the war with Spain in 1898.
Therefore, there was a large American presence in the Pacific. The fleet that
monitored these waters was considerably increased as tensions with Japan became
more exaggerated in 1940.

The City of Oakland lobbied heavily to secure the placement of the center within
its boundaries. Immigration into the Bay Area escalated during the construction
of the Naval Supply Center.2 In fact, throughout the history of the Oakland Naval
Supply Center the economy of the area has greatly benefited from the industry
and jobs associated with the center.

Negotiations between the Navy Department and the Port of Oakland began in
May of 1935. By 1936, the middle harbor site had been deeded to the Navy. The
site was eonvenient for purposes of railroad and highway access. An overall plan
for the site was proposed by April of 1937 and authorization for the center was
approved by Congress and President Roosevelt on June 6, 1939. The center was
built by numerous local contractors whose work was overseen by the Bureau of
Yards and Docks.

The site that had been chosen for the center contained inadequate soil and
required extensive dredging and filling to bring it up to the standards necessary

for such a large complex of buildings. Dredging commenced in January of 1940,
The tidal flat of the original land was soon covered with 3.5 million cubic yards of
fill dredged from the Bay.3

By 1943 it was becoming apparent that the center in Oakland was not large
enough to adequately supply the entire Pacific Navy. A large supply depot
opened on Rough and Ready Island along the San Joaquin River near Stockton.
This depot was considered the Oakland Annex even though it was some ninety
miles away. By this time, the Navy was placing supply centers further inland
because of the threat of enemy attack on those sites.

A second Naval Supply Center in California was located in San Diego. These two
centers, Oakland and San Diego, were the base of supply operations for the west

2Johnson, Marilynn. The Second Gold Rush: Qakland and the Easl Bay in World War 11, Johnson

discusses in detail the immigralion statistics for these yeats.
enter. Qakland: Fifti wniversary, 1991, 7.
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coast. The numbers of goods that traveled through these centers is staggering.
The centers operated 24 hours a day shipping and receiving supplies during World
War II. The importance of timely supply deliveries to the Pacific Fleet was
essential. Between the two centers and their subsidiaries, the Pacific Fleet was
successful in waging war against the Japanese Navy.

The Oakland Naval Supply Center did not lose importance after the end of the
second World War. The center served as an important supply source during the
Korean War and during United States involvement in Vietnam. In fact, during
the conflict in Vietnam the most advanced Automated Material Handling System
was installed at the Oakland center. In the 1980’s another tracking and handling
system was integrated into the supply program.

Today, the center possesses numerous responsibilities which will be discussed in
later drafts of this document.

The buildings at the supply center possess a high level of integrity. Many of the
original buildings are still in use as initially intended. A two hundred and twenty
acre portion of the site 15 scheduled to be leased to the Port of Oakland starting in
May of 1995.
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@ Part II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. General Statement

The Naval Supply Depot is comprised of over sixty utilitarian buildings
1. Architectural Character:

Constructed from standardized plans from the Bureau of Yards &
Docks

2. Condition of Fabric:

Today, the site possesses remarkable integrity. Many of the buildings
constructed during the 1940’s are still extant.

B. Building Inventory:

Most of the warehouses within this inventory are very similar. Therefore, a
general description for this type of warehouse has been given and building
numbers listed for this building type.

Warehouses: Warchouse building numbers 443, 444, 543, 544, 711, 721,
722,723,724, 731, 732, 733, 734, 741,742, each can be described with the
. following general narrative.

These warehouses are wood frame structures with concrete
foundations set on wood piles. The floors are of reinforced concrete
and the roofs are bituminous mineral surfaced roofing on wood with
1" x 6" diagonal sheathing. Generally the buildings have at least two
personnel doors and 22 warehouse doors (ten on each side and one at
each end). These warchouse doors are either at load level for trucks or
ground level. There is almost always rail access to these large
warehouse spaces. The dimensions of these warehouses are all
approximately 603’ x 201" x 34" with each containing approximately
121,300 square feet. The warehouses were built between 1942 and
1944 at a cost of approximately $300,000 each.

The interiors of these buildings are large open spaces.

Building 243: A warehouse consisting of two buildings, an original
section and an addition. This was originally called a transit shed, but is
currently a general warehouse. The building contains offices, a lunch
room, a conference room, and cages for valuables. This is a wood frame
building on creosoted pilings. The foundation is concrete on concrete
piles. The roof is biturninous built-up roofing on wood. The dimensions
of the building are 780° x 100’ x 29’ and it consists of 70,950 square feet.
Constructed in 1945, the building cost the government $161,670.00.

Building 343: This warehouse is a wood frame structure on reinforced
concrete pilings. It was originally a dry provisions storehouse, but is now
classified as a general storehouse. The building has a shed on the south
side. Clerestory windows light the main part of the warehouse. The
building has 4 personnel doors, 14 warehouse doors (six on the north side
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at load level, six on the south side at load level and one on eachend). The
dimensions of the building are 602° x 222 x 30’ and it consists of 133,644
square feet with 12,040 of the square footage contained in the shed. Built
in 1943, this building cost the government $470,684.

Building 344: This warehouse is one story and is of wood frame
construction. Originally, this was a dry provisions storehouse. The
foundation is wood on concrete footings and the roof is bituminous
mineral surfaced roofing on wood. There are two personnel doors and
twelve warehouse doors. The dimensions of the building are 602°2” x
192°2” x 30” and it consists of 115,200 square feet. Builtin 1943, this
building cost the government $286,897.

Building 612: This is a wood frame building on aconcrete foundation.
The roof is bituminous mineral surfaced roofing on 1'x 6" wood
sheathing. The dimensions of the building are 220' x 60'x 20" and it
consists of 10,672 square feet. Builtin 1944, this building cost the
governinent $18,192.

Building 740: Housing the steam plant, this building is constructed of
wood frame and sits on a concrete foundation with wood piles. The
exterior walls are cement asbestos on wood with the concrete to the
window sills and the asbestos siding to the roof. The roof is of bituminous
mineral surfaced roofing on wood with tongue and groove sheathing. The
building houses a machinery room, a boiler room, a receiving room, a
store room, an office, a bathroom, and storage space. The dimensions of
the building are 210" x 90" x 17" and it consists of 18,900 square feet. Built
in 1944, this building cost the government $108,201. This building is
vacant.

Building 746: This building houses the Gymnasium, Cafeteria, and
Theater. This is a two story stucco building on timber pilings and is
irregular in shape. The gymnasium floor is wood and the roof for this
section is curved. There is a patio area with picnic facilities. The
dimensions of the building are 251' x 241" by 33" and it consists of 47,000
square feet. Built in 1944, the building cost the government $306,779.

Building 841: This building is a former barracks. It originally had a large
dormitory, a shower room, a heating room, a drying room, a storage room,
abath and shower room. The dimensions of the building are 180'6 x 36'8
x 32' and it consists of 13,394 square feet. Builtin 1943, this building
cost the government $85,367. '

Building 842. This building was originally the academic instruction
building. The building houses a receiving room, a dispatch room, a class
room and a post office. Constructed of wood frame, the building sits on a
concrete foundation on wood piles. The dimensions of the building are 84'
x 37 x 21" and it consists of 3,066 square feet. Builtin 1943, this building
cost the government $15,250. _ _
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- . Building 843: Originally used as the brig, this building now stands
- vacant. It is a concrete block building on creosoted timber pilings. The
foundation is concrete on wood piles and the roof is of bituminous built up
roofing on gypsum. The building contained several cells, an exercise
arca, showers and bathrooms, a heating room, and a guard room. The
dimensions of the building are 54' 6" x 31" 8" and it consists of 1,580
square feet. Built in 1944, this building cost the government $14,230.

Building 844: This is a complex of small buildings that housed civilian
quarters, a biological laboratory, prototype fabrication shop and an
academic instruction building. The building has a concrete foundation on
wood piles. The exterior walls are wood siding on wood. The roof is of
bituminous shingles on gypsum. The dimensions of this series of
buildings is 200" x 210" x 21" and it consists of 23,411 square feet. Built
in 1943, this building cost the government $280,956,

Building 846: This building is now vacant however, it originally housed
the police offices. The building contains a general office, a storage room,
a dormitory, a guard room, a fingerprinting room, and an ammunitions
loading room. The dimensions of the building are 120° x 36’8” x 19’ and
it consists of 4,440 square feet. The building was built in 1943 and cost
the government $21,168.

C. Site:
1. General Setting and orientation:

The site is situated on 541 acres of land that was converted from tidelands
on the eastern shore of the San Francisco Bay. The center was placed near
the rail yards as incoming and outgoing shipments many times were
placed on rail cars. Other convenient means of transportation were by
highway and, of course, by water.

2. Historic Landscape design:

Since the early part of the 1900°s the landscape along the Oakland shore
line has changed dramatically. Dredging and filling of the tidelands made
the soil more accommodating to building construction. The Oakland
shipping industry is considered very important to the economy of tbe area.
Therefore, the industrial changes to the natural landscape were assumed
unavoidable and necessary.
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() Part IIl. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A. Original Architectural Drawings

No original drawings have been located at the time of this draft. Several plans
that are not orignial are reproduced at the end of this repott.

B. Early Views
Numerous historic photographs have been located with the Public Works Office at

the Naval Supply Center. Several reproductions of these are located on pages 9-
16 of this report.

C. Interviews

No interviews were conducted for this report.
D. Bibliography

Primary Sources

California Departnient of Transportation. Historic Architecture Survey Report

. Naval Supply Center, Qakland. Prepared by George King, August, 1990.
Secondary

The History of the Naval Supply Center, Oakland: 1941-1945. Booklet.

Johnson, Marilynn S. Johnson. The Second Gold Rush: Qakland and the East
Bay in World War I1. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993.

Naval Supply Center: Fiftieth Anniversary Publication. Oakland: Navy
Publishing and Printing Service, 1991.

E. Likely Sources not yet Investigated:

Part1V. PROJECT INFORMATION

Architectural Resources Group was contracted by Lamphier & Associates to
provide photographic and written documentation of the Oakland Navel Supply
Center. Bruce D. Judd, FAIA, partner-in-charge, was the photographer for the
project and Bridget Maley, architectural historian, prepared the written
documentation. This project was conducted in cooperation with the National Park
Service, the Department of the Navy, and the Port of Oakland.
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ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS

Research at the Naval Supply Center Office of Public Works and at the Navy Western
Division indicate that there are no original drawings available of the Supply Center. The
Navy files at San Bruno include microfiche records of all construction from 1950 to the
present time (1995). These files were reviewed and selected microfiche records were
printed (Figures 1—11). The Port of Oakland prepared drawings for the demolition of
certain buildings. These drawings show the floor plans of buildings as well as sections
(Figure 12-17). The files from the Supply Center have been stored on Aperture Cards.
These do not show original drawings. The drawings that were reproduced (Figures 18—
28) were those used by the Public Works office in maintenance of the facility.

Note: Figures 1 through 16 are reduced prints (8 1/2 x 11"} from microfiche files held at
the Department of the Navy, Western Division, San Bruno, California.

FIGURE 1. BUILDINGS 841 B AND C. NAVAL BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH
LABORATORY, SECTIONS AND ELEVATIONS. Department of the Navy,
sheet 4 of 16, microfiche #6029928, October 11, 1973.

FIGURE2. BUILDING 742. SPECIAL WEAPONS FACILITY, FLOOR PLAN -
PART 1. Department of the Navy, sheet 3 of 28, microfiche #829554, August 26,
19638,

FIGURE 3. BUILDING 742. SPECIAL WEAPONS FACILITY, FLOOR PLAN -
PART II. Department of the Navy, sheet 4 of 28, microfiche #829555, August 26,
1968,

FIGURE4. BUILDING 742. SPECIAL WEAPONS FACILITY, SECTIONS, PLANS
AND DETAILS. Department of the Navy, sheet 5 of 28, microfiche #829556,
August 26, 1968,

FIGURES. BUILDING 844. NAVAL BIOLOGICAL LABORATORY, SCHEDULE
OF DRAWINGS AND FLOOR PLAN WITH SCHEDULES. Departmert of the
Navy, sheet 1 of 11, microfiche #830537, October 25, 1963.

FIGURE 6. BUILDING 844. NAVAL BIOLOGICAL LABORATORY, EXTERIOR
ELEVATIONS, BUILDING SECTION AND STRUCTURAL DETAILS.
Department of the Navy, sheet 2 of 11, microfiche #830538, October 25, 1963,

FIGURE7. BUILDING 841. MECHANICAL SECTIONS. Department of the
Navy, sheet 20 of 33, microfiche #982700, March 29, 1963,

FIGURE 8. BUILDING 841. SECTIONS AND DETAILS. Department of the Navy,
sheet 10 of 33, microfiche #982690, March 27, 1963.

FIGURE 9. BUILDING 841. EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS AND DETAILS.
Department of the Navy, sheet 6 of 33, microfiche #982686, March 27, 1963,

FIGURE 10. BUILDING 84]1. SECTIONS AND DETAILS. Department of the Navy,
sheet 7 of 33, microfiche #982687, March 27, 1963.

FIGURE 11. BUILDINGS 841 AND 844. SITE PLAN, VICINITY MAP AND
SCHEDULE OF DRAWINGS. Department of the Navy, sheet 1 of 33,
mlcroflche #982681, March 27, 1963.

Note: Figures 12 through 17 are reduced prints (8 1/2" x 11"} from drawings held at the
: Port of Oakl_ana' 530 Water Street, Oakland, California.
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FIGURE 12. BUILDING 344. DEMOLITION OF BUILDING D344, PLAN. Port of
Oakland, sheet 1 of 2, File AA-3242, February 21, 1995.

FIGURE 13. BUILDING 344. DEMOLITION OF BUILDING D 344, SECTIONS.
Port of Oakland, sheet 2 of 2, File AA—-3242, February 21, 1995.

FIGURE 14. BUILDING 444. DEMOLITION OF BUILDING D444, LOCATION
"MAP, PLAN. Port of Oakland, sheet 1 of 2, File AA-3244, February 21, 1995.

FIGURE 15. BUILDING 444. DEMOLITION OF BUILDING D444. Port of Oakland,
sheet 2 of 2, File AA—3244, February 21, 1995.

FIGURE 16. BUILDINGS 738 AND 740. DEMOLITION OF BUILDINGS D738
AND D740 AND ADJACENT STRUCTURES, PLAN AND LOCATION MAP.
Port of Oakland, sheet | of 2, File AA-3285, February 14, 1995.

FIGURE 17. BUILDINGS 738 AND 740. DEMOLITION OF BUILDINGS D738
AND D740 SECTIONS. Port of Oakland, sheet 2 of 2, File AA-3285, February
14, 1995. '

Note: Figures 18 through 28 are 8x10 inch contact prints from reduced drawings, held
at the Fleet Industrial Supply Center Qakland, Oakland, California.

FIGURE 18. BUILDING 243, PIER TRANSIT SHED, FLOOR PLAN. Department of
the Navy, June 13, 1944, revised July 17, 1959.

FIGURE 19. BUILDING 343. DRY PROVISIONS STOREHOUSE, FLOOR PLAN.
Departiment of the Navy, October 24, 1943, revised August 7, 1959,

FIGURE 20. BUILDING 612 AND 612A. SALVAGE STORAGE AND SERVICE
SHEDS, FLOOR PLANS. Department of the Navy, No Date.

FIGURE 21. BUILDING 612 A. SALVAGE STORAGE AND SERVICE SHED,
FLOOR PLAN. Department of the Navy, January, 1949.

FIGURE 22. BUILDING 740. IMPREGNATION PLANT, FLOOR PLAN. Department
of the Navy, date not available.

FIGURE 23. BUILDINGS NOS. 740 A-B-C-D. SEWAGE DISPOSAL PLANT,
FLOOR PLAN. Department of the Navy, date not available.

FIGURE 24. BUILDING 746. U.S. NAVAL BARRACKS, WELFARE BUILDING,
FLOOR PLAN. Department of the Navy, January 6, 1947.

FIGURE 25. BUILDING 842. U.S. NAVAL BARRACKS, WELFARE BUILDING,
FLOOR PLAN. Department of the Navy, February 5, 1963.

FIGURE 26. BUILDING 842 A. U.S. NAVAL BARRACKS, BOILER HOUSE NO. 2,
FLOOR PLAN. Department of the Navy, Janvary 16, 1948.

FIGURE 27. BUILDING 843. U.S. NAVAL BARRACKS, BRIG FLOOR PLAN.
Department of the Navy, January 19, 1948.

FIGURE 28. BUILDING 846 POLICE OFFICES, FLOOR PLAN. Department of the
Navy, January 28, 1948. _
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